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“From  the  forest  and  wilderness 
come  the  tonics  and  barks  which 
brace  mankind,.,. in  Wildness  is 
the  preservation  of  the  World.,  ” 
Henry  David  Thoreau  (1817-1862) 


With  the  Wilderness  Act  of  1964, 
Congress  established  the  National  Wilder- 
ness Preservation  System  to  be  composed 
of  federally  owned  lands  designated  by 
Congress  as  Avildemess  areas. 

Wilderness  areas  are  natural  places, 
whether  mountain  or  desert  or 
seashore.  Human  influence  is 
essentially  unnoticeable. 

They  have  outstanding  opportunities  for 
solitude  oi*  a primitive  and  unconfined 
type  of  recreation. 

Wilderness  areas  often  contain 
ecological,  geological  or  other  features  of 
scientific,  scenic  or  historic  value. 

Wilderness  areas  are  generally  at  least 
5,000  acres  or  more  in  size. 


WHY  WILDERNESS? 

The  purpose  of  wilderness  according  to  the  Act 
is  “to  secure  for  the  American  people  of 
present  and  future  generations  the  benefits  of 
an  enduring  resource  of  wilderness... devoted 
to  the  public  purposes  of  recreation,  scenic, 
scientific,  educational,  conservation,  and 
historical  use.” 

The  existence  of  wilderness  areas  provides 
assurance  that  all  wild  lands  will  not 
disappear. 

Wilderness  areas  help  to  maintain  gene  pools 
to  provide  diversity  of  plant  and  animal  life  in 
our  world. 

Wilderness  serves  as  a unique  and  irreplace- 
able “living  laboratory”  for  medical  and  scien- 
tific research. 

Wilderness  areas  are  places  of  solitude  where 
people  can  experience  freedom  from  our  fast- 
paced  industrialized  society  and  the  crowding 
of  people.  They  are  places  where  people  can 
renew  the  human  spirit  through  association 
with  the  natural  world. 

For  all  its  uses,  values,  and  scenic  wonders, 
wilderness  is  a land  heritage  that  is  uniquely 
American.  In  the  words  of  Pulitzer-prize- 
winnlng  novelist  Wallace  Stegner.  “Something 
will  have  gone  out  of  us  as  a people  if  we  ever 
let  the  remaining  wilderness  be  destroyed.” 


ELM’S  ROLE  IN 
WILDERNESS  MANAGEMENT 

BLM  is  one  of  four  Federal  agencies  respon- 
sible for  wilderness  management.  Other 
agencies  are  the  Forest  Service.  National  Park 
Service,  and  Fish  and  Wildlife  Service.  Some 
BLM  lands  have  been  ofiicially  designated  as 
wilderness.  Other  lands  are  under  consider- 
ation for  wilderness  designation  and  are  called 
wilderness  study  areas  (WSAs). 

BLM  currently  manages  more  than  65  wilder- 
ness areas  covering  over  1.6  million  acres  of 
public  land  in  nine  western  States.  In  addi- 
tion. BLM  has  studied  and  made  wilderness 
recommendations  on  more  than  700  WSAs 
covering  about  26.6  million  acres  of  public 
land.  BLM  continues  to  provide  WSAs  with 
interim  management  protection  to  assure  that 
the  wilderness  character  of  these  areas  is 
maintained  until  Congress  acts  to  either 
designate  or  not  designate  these  lands  as 
wilderness. 


“In... wilderness  lies  the  hope  cf  the 
world.... Let  children  walk 
with  nattire,  let  them  see  the  baaiitiful 
blending  and  communions  of  death  and 
life.. .as  taught  in  woods  and  meadows, 
plains  and  mountains  and  streams,...” 
John  Muir  (1838-1914) 
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OPPORTUNITIES  ON  BLM  LANDS 

The  wilderness  opportunities  provided  on 
BLM-managed  public  lands  are  unique  and 
complement  those  of  other  agencies.  BLM 
lands  are  diverse  in  land  form  and  in  animal 
and  plant  life.  BLM  wilderness  includes 
mountain  peaks,  desert  valleys  and  canyon 
lands.  It  is  home  to  such  animal  species  as 
moose,  elk.  bighorn  sheep,  mountain  lion, 
antelope,  bear,  deer,  desert  tortoise,  golden 
eagle,  and  desert  pupflsh.  Plants  vaiy  from 
Joshua  trees  and  saguaro  cactus  to  subalpine 
fir  and  bristlecone  pine. 


MANAGING  WILDERNESS  AREAS 

To  preserve  wilderness  values.  Congress  has 
set  guidelines  for  managing  wilderness  areas. 

Uses  that  are  incompatible  with  wilderness 
protection,  such  as  timber  harvesting,  use  of 
motorized  and  mechanized  equipment,  and 
development  of  such  permanent  structures  as 
roads  and  powerlines  are  generally  prohibited. 

Congress  has  allowed  that  certain  traditional 
uses  may  continue.  For  example,  livestock 
grazing  that  was  authorized  prior  to  wilder- 
ness designation  can  continue  to  the  same 
degree.  Mining  is  allowed  if  the  claims  were 
properly  filed  and  a discovery  of  a valuable 
mineral  deposit  was  made  before  the  date  of 
wilderness  designation.  All  mining  in  a wil- 
derness area  must  have  an  approved  plan  of 
operations.  Some  special  projects  such  as 


water  conservation  work  and  power  projects 
can  only  be  authorized  by  the  President. 


PLEASE  TAKE  CARE 
OF  THE  ENVIRONMENT 

BLM  lands  offer  a variety  of  wilderness  oppor- 
tunities for  the  recreational  visitor  to  enjoy. 

To  protect  the  wilderness  resource,  some 
visitor  use  restrictions  are  necessary.  Check 
with  the  local  BLM  office  to  see  what  restric- 
tions apply  to  the  areas  you  are  visiting. 

When  you  are  in  a designated  wilderness  area, 
be  aware  that: 

— Wood  for  campfires,  when  permitted,  is 
limited  to  dead  and  down  materials.  Live 
vegetation  cannot  be  cut; 

— Pets  are  allowed  but  must  be  kept  under 
control: 

— Hunting  and  fishing  are  allowed  under 
state  and  local  laws; 

— No  bicycles,  hang  gliders,  or  motorized 
vehicles,  equipment,  boats,  or  aircraft  are 
allowed,  unless  permitted  by  BLM.  Wheel- 
chairs are  allowed: 

— Horses  or  other  recreational  livestock  may 
require  a special  permit,  and  you  may  be 
required  to  carry  feed:  and 

— Registration  or  permits  may  be  required  for 
entry  or  for  some  activities. 


PLEASE  TAKE  CARE  OF  YOURSELF 


When  visiting  a wilderness  area,  be  careful 
and  use  common  sense.  Take  the  routine 
safety  precautions  appropriate  for  any  remote 
natural  area: 

— Always  check  ahead.  Local  BLM  offices  ^ J 

can  inform  you  of  current  conditions  in  the  va 
area.  Check  weather  forecasts.  ' f 

— Take  adequate  supplies  of  food,  clothing, 
water,  and  first  aid  equipment. 

— Let  someone  know  where  you  will  be  and 
when  you  will  return. 

WHAT  YOU  CAN  DO  TO  HELP 

* You  can  help  as  a volunteer.  The  BLM  and  j 
other  Federal  agencies  that  manage  wilderness^ 
lands  need  volunteers  for  wilderness  patrols, 
visitor  contacts,  trail  maintenance,  WSA 
monitoring,  and  more. 

* You  can  help  as  an  interested  member  of 
the  public.  Become  informed  on  wilderness 
issues.  Make  your  concerns  known  to  BLM. 

* You  can  help  as  a wilderness  visitor.  Obey 
all  wilderness  rules.  Leave  no  trace  of  your 
visit  by  following  minimum  impact  practices. 
Leave  the  area  as  good  or  better  than  you 
found  it.  Pack  out  everything  you  pack  in. 

WHERE  TO  GET  MORE  INFORMATION! 
ABOUT  BLM  WILDERNESS 

Contact  local  BLM  offices  for  more  information, 
on  individual  wilderness  areas  and  WSAs. 
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